L esnian couples
take nuclear option
when it comesto

family

AdeleHorin

Almog oreinfiveleshian
couplesin Augraliahasachild
livingwiththem, accordingto a
new report. But mogt of the
childrenwereborninto a
previous heterosexual
readionship. Aswdl, out 4 per
cant of gay mae couples have
children living with them.

Thereport, Divergty and
Changein Augralian Families,
etimatesthere are 28,144
leshian couplesin Audrdia, and
41,535 madehomosexud couples,
and they are generally better
educated, and richer than
heterosexual couples.

Unveiled yesterday by the
Federd Miniger for Family and
Community Services, Sendor
Kay Petterson, the publiceation
drawstogether gatidicd
information about familiesfrom
awideveriety of sources.

It highlightsthe scale of
changesfamilies have
experienced over the past 25
yeas. ltsauthor, DaviddeVaus,
professor of ciology & LaTrobe
Universty, sadthe dataon gay
coupleswith children did not
indudeleshianor gayindividuds
with children living with them.

"Developmentsinrepro-
ducti ve technology have opened
up new optionsfor awomanina
leshian rd ationship to have
children," hesad.

The report showsthat gay men
livinginacouplearetwice as
likdy as menin heterosexud

couplesto have adegree or higher
qudification; and womenin
leshian couple relationshipsare
adso more highly educated on
averagethanwomenin
heterosexud couples.

Both the gay menand women
weremorelikdy than heterosexud
couplesto work inthe professons.
Meningay rddionshipswered 0
much morelikdythenthar
heterosexud counterpartsto bein
the highest income brackets (30 per
cant compared with 23 per cartt),
andwomeningay rdationships
wereevenmorelikdythen their
heterosexud counterpartsto be
hightincomeearners (23 per cent
comparedwith 7 per cent).

Of thegay men and women,
40per cent said they had no
reigiousaffiliation, compared
with 14.8 per cent of thoselivingin
aheterosexual rdationship.

Same-sex rd aionships
appeared to be more common
among younger people, apossible
reflection of grester rductanceof
older same-sex couplesto identify
themsdvesto reseerchersand on
the census..

Thereport saysopinion on
same-sex rdaionshipsis
polarised, but evidencesugoests
oppogtionisdedining. For
example dmog 90 per cert of
those aged 60 or over opposed
homosexud sbeing ableto adopt,
compared with 55 per cert of
thoseinthar 20s. And morethen
40 per cant of Augrdians now
regard asame-sex couplewith
childrenasafamily.



LOVE AND MARRIAGE

FAMILY LIFE
1

On average men and women who marry will
spend about 28 years as a married person.

. By 2002 more marriages (55 per cent)

were conducted by celebrants than by
ministers of religion.

. Just 22 per cent of married men will

outlive their wives.

. Aquarter of children now spend some time

during their first 15 years living in alone
parent family.

. More than 16 per cent of children born in

1981-85 will live in a step-family or blended
family by the age of 15, compared to 4.5
per cent of those born in 1946-55.

. In 2001 only 4 per cent of Australians

thought abortion was always wrong.
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7. Most women with partners (56 per cent)

thought they did more than their fair share
of the domestic work; only 23 per cent of
men thought they (men) did less than their
fair share.

. Men are more likely than women to believe

marriage is for life, with 24 per cent of
men, and 15 per cent of women, believing
unhappy couples should stay together for
the sake of the children.

. About 50 per cent of men aged 25-29 in

full-time work did not have a partner
compared with 75 per cent of unemployed
men of the same age.

10.Adoption has become increasingly rare

with 561 adoptions in 2001-02 compared
with 9798 in 1971.
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Kommenmupyem cmamuwio:
1. Yro mpoucxoauT B ABCTpajuu B IUIAHE CEMEHHOTO CHACThS ?

CembH B ABCTPAJIMK CTaHOBSITCS €OAHOIMOJIOBBIMID (MIE1€PACTHI U JICCOUSIHKH KHBY T
JPYT C IPYTOM) ¢ HapacTaromieii mporpeccueii. bonee Toro, 3ti mapsl (ceMbéil 3TO
KaK-TO TPYJHO Ha3BaTh) OepyT cebe neteil Ha BocmmTaHue. Kaxmas mstast
necOuiickas mapa uMeeT pedeHKa, cpeu nap-rneaepacToB 3TOT MOKAa3aTeb TIOKA YTO
4%. TlpuyeM 3TO OTHOCUTCS TOJIBKO K Mapam, CTATUCTUKA HE YUUTHIBAET OTACIHHO
KUBYIIMX TEICPACTOB WM JeCOMSIHOK, MMEIOMMX peOeHKa Ha BOCTTUTAHUH.

2. Tlouemy 310 mpoucxoauT? B yem colmnanbHBII MOTUB 3TOTO SBICHUS?

Oxka3spIBaeTcsl, Kak MpaBWiIo, )KUBYIIME apaMu NeAepacThl U JiecOnsTHKH 0oee
BBICOKOOOPa30BaHHBI U, CJI€I0BATEIHLHO, HMEIOT 00Jiee BBICOKOOIUIaYHBAEMYIO
paboTy YeM JII0aH, )KUBYIIHE TPAAULMOHHBIMYU ceMbsiMu. [lpu 3TOM, paboTatoT
BIBOEM, yABauBas TEM CaMbIM oOMIHil ceMerHbI qoxomn!!!

CTaTUCTHKA OKA3bIBAET TO, 4TO 10 CPABHECHHU IO C TPpaUIITUOHHBIMA CEMbIAMU, Y
nefepacTHYecKux map oommit ycnoBHb 1oxo 30% npotus 23%, y necOuickux
nap - 23% nportus 7%!

JIpyrumu CJI0BaMH, )KEHIIMHA B TE€TEPO-CEKCyaTbHBIX CEMbSIX 3apalbaThiBacT
ycnoBHbIX 3,5% , a Ta, koTtopas 3apabateiBaeT B 4 pa3a 6oubiie (ycmoBubix 11,5%)
MPEANIOYUTACT KUTh B COI03E «C ce0e om0 0HONH» U HE «KMOPOYHUTH T'OJIOBY
MYXUKaMH, C BBITCKAOIIMMHA OTCHOIa CeMEUHBIMHU U MaTCpUuaJIbHbIMU
koH(pmKTaMU». W HA000POT, MeAepacT KenaeT OTKPBITO KUTh C TAKUM XKe
HeepacToM.

[Tpu 3TOM, OHH YCHIHOBISAIOT (MJIH Yepe3 MPOOUPKY POXKAIOT) AETEH, OTKPBITO
3asABJIAA TO, YTO HAMHOTO YMHEC, HHTCJUIMT'CHTHEE, JIYYIIC HpI/ICHOCO6JIeHI)I K ) KU3HHU
4YeM Te, KTO JKUBYT «kak bor Benenm». OHH, KaK TPaBHIIO, KOHIICHTPUPYIOTCS Ha
OusHece, MOTyT ce0e MO3BOJIUTh 00JIee POCKOIIHYIO XKHU3Hb U IaTh Ooee
MPEeCTUKHOE 00pa30BaHUE U BOCIIUTAHHUE XUBYIIUM C HUMH AeTsM. U BooO1e —
OTCTaHbTE OT HUX, & TO MOWAETE MO CYJ 3a ONpaHue KAHTU-IUCKPUMHUHALIMOHHOT'O
AxkTta»!

3. Uro ke xaeT ABCTpaJMIO B MEPCIIEKTUBE ?

Vixe 40% ABcTpanuiilieB pacCMaTPUBAIOT «OIHOTIOJIOBBIE» MAPHI C IETbMU KaK
HOpMaJIbHBIC CEMbU ¥ B MPHUHIIMUIE TOJACPKUBAIOT ITO sIBJICHHUE.

A Kak 6 Bawiem 2opode odcmoum 60npoc ¢ <KceMeuHblM CYaACMbem»,
oopozue uumamenu?



